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© Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board 

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board was constituted vide G.O. (Ms) No. 38 

Environment and Forests (FR-5) Department under Section 22 of the Biological 

Diversity Act, 2002 (Central Act 18 of 2003) by the Government of Tamil Nadu 

dated 29.04.2008. The Board comprises of Chairman, Secretary and five officio 

members and five non-officio members. The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board 

Secretariat functions at TBGP Building, Nanmangalam, Chennai 600100.
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i. Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board- Introduction   
Tamil Nadu is one of the most urbanized states with close to 50% of the population 

residing in urban settlements. It is also one of the highly industrialized states in the 

country. Despite having these distinctions, Tamil Nadu is endowed with a bounty of 

rich biodiversity right from coastal marine ecosystems in the Gulf of Mannar to 

terrestrial evergreen forests in the Western Ghats and dry evergreen forests in the 

Eastern Ghats. It also has the following unique aspects. 

 

Poetic landscapes Biodiversity hotspots 
(1 out of 4 present in India) 

Biogeographic zones 
(3 out of 10 present in 

India) 

Kurinji   : Mountainous The Western Ghats Western Ghats 

Mullai  : Forests   

Marutham : Cropland  Deccan Peninsula 

Neithal   : Coastal  The Coasts 

Palai  : Desert   

  

It is evident that genetic diversity in the biosphere entities at 9 planetary 

boundaries (e.g., climate change, novel entities, stratospheric ocean depletion, 

atmospheric aerosol loading, ocean acidification, biogeochemical flows, freshwater 

use, land-system change, biosphere integrity) has already crossed the ceiling limit. 

Biodiversity has been facing increasing threats as the days pass and it is critical to 

address these issues since biodiversity directly impacts climate change. In India, 

the larger biodiversity rich areas are usually conserved under the Forest 

Conservation Act 1980 or Wildlife Protection Act 1972. However, the smaller patches 

with rich biodiversity, which are considered to be important tools in tackling the 

issues of climate change lacks due protection and serious conservation efforts.  

As it is well established the micro terrestrial ecosystems and the marine and 

coastal ecosystems are significant for carbon sequestration and climate regulation. 

Amidst rising global temperature and the climate change scenario, such 

ecosystems contribute significantly to climate change mitigation. Conservation of 

micro-ecosystems are also critical in achieving the global Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG). Furthermore, their conservation not only benefits the nature & 

environment but also the communities by providing them livelihood opportunities 

through the sustainable utilization of biological resources and their services. 

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board has been striving in identifying, 

recognizing and notifying such areas as Biodiversity Heritage Sites. One such site is 

Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Sites (Madurai district) has been notified as the 



4 

Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board- Annual Report 2022-23 

first Biodiversity Heritage Sites of Tamil Nadu in November 2022. In addition TNBB 

has submitted four more proposals for notifications as BHSs under the section 37, 

BDA 2002. The Board has identified about 28 additional sites with potential for 

declaring them as BHSs. The TNBB also regulates the use of biological resources in 

the state of Tamil Nadu by not just conserving but also facilitating its sustainable 

use through Access Benefit Sharing mechanism.   

     Photo 1. Arittapatti BHS in October 2022, Arittapatti Village, Madurai district 

Photo credit: TNBB 
Photo credit: TNBB 
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ii. Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board- Inception

Fig 1. TNBB-inception and growth phases : The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board was 

constituted on 29th April 2008 vide G.O. (Ms) No. 38 Environment and Forests (FR-5) 

Department under Section 22 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, with the Hon'ble 

Minister for Forests as the Chairperson of the Board. Since its constitution, senior 

IFS officers have been appointed as the Secretaries to the Board. 

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Rules were notified on 9 November 2017 through G.O. 

Ms. No. 137, Environment and Forests (FR-5). The Rules came into effect from 6 

December 2017 after which the Board's activities gathered momentum to achieve 

new heights. 

The Vision of the Board is the “conservation and sustainable use of India's rich 

biodiversity and associated knowledge with people's participation, ensuring the 

process of benefits sharing for the well-being of present and future generations.” 

The Mission of the Board is to “ensure effective implementation of Biological 

Diversity Act, 2002, and the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004, for conservation of 

biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of 

benefits arising out of utilization of genetic resources.” 

•Ad – hoc
working group 
on Biodiversity

Nov 1988

•Preparation of
legal instrument 
for conservation 
and sustainable 

use of BD

May 1989
•Nairobi – Adoption of

agreed text for 
Convention of 

Biological Diversity

May 1992

•CBD opened for
signature at Rio
Earth Summit

June 1992
•India becomes

a signatory to
CBD

Feb 1994

•Biological
Diversity Act

2002

•Biological
Diversity Rules

2004
•Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity
Board
Established

Apr 2008

•Tamil Nadu
Biological
Diversity Rules

2017 •Biodiversity 
Management 
Committees formed

•Peoples Biodiversity 
Registers prepared

2018
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iii. Functions 

As enumerated in the Section 23 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the functions 

of the State Biodiversity Board shall be to 

2. Advise the State Government, subject to any guidelines issued by the Central 

Government, on matters relating to the conservation of biodiversity, 

sustainable use of its components and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising out of the utilization of biological resources; 

3. Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise, requests for commercial 

utilization or bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by 

Indians; 

4. Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the 

provisions of the Act or as may be prescribed by the State Government. 

As enumerated in the Rule 13 of the Tamil Nadu Biological Diversity Rules, 2017, the 

functions of the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board shall be to 

1. Lay down the procedure and guidelines to regulate the activities provided 

under Section 7 of the Act; 

2. Advise the Government, subject to any guidelines issued by the Central 

Government, on any matter concerning conservation of biodiversity, 

sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

arising out of the use of biological resource and knowledge; 

3. Provide livelihood support to those villagers, who have shifted or are in the 

process of shifting from unsustainable livelihoods to sustainable livelihoods 

or as Trekking Service Providers; 

4. Promote and strengthen individuals and institutions who are already working 

towards conservation, sustainable use and equitable benefit sharing of 

biological resources; 

5. Provide technical assistance and guidance to various departments of the 

Government in connection with implementation of provisions of the Act; 

6. Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for commercial 

utilisation or bio-survey and bio-utilisation of any biological resources under 

the Act by Indians; 

7. Facilitate updating and implementation of State Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plan; 

8. Commission studies and sponsor investigations and research; 

9. Engage consultants, for specific period, not exceeding three years, for 

providing technical assistance to the Board in the effective discharge of its 

functions; 

10. Collect, compile and publish technical and statistical data, manuals, codes or 

guides relating to conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its 
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components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use 

of biological resource and knowledge; 

11. Organize through mass media, a comprehensive programme regarding 

conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its components and 

fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological 

resources and knowledge; 

12. Plan and organise training of personnel engaged or likely to be engaged in 

programmes for the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use 

of its components; 

13. Prepare the annual budget of the Board incorporating its own receipts and 

also the funds or grants from the Central Government, State Government 

and National Biodiversity Authority: 

Provided that such allocation by the Central Government or State 

Government or National Biodiversity Authority shall be operated in 

accordance with the budget provisions approved by the Central Government 

or State Government or National Biodiversity Authority, as the case may be;  

14. Approve the en-bloc sanction of the annual budget and work programme; 

15. Recommend to the Government, for creation of posts of the officers and 

employees of the Board for effective discharge of the functions by the Board 

and to create such posts, provided that no such post whether permanent, 

temporary or of any nature, shall be created without prior approval of the 

Government; 

16. Approve the method of recruitment to the officers and employees of the 

Board; 

17. Take steps to build up database and to create information and documentation 

system for biological resources and associated traditional knowledge 

through biodiversity registers and electronic databases, to ensure effective 

management, promotion and sustainable use; 

18. Give advice and directions to the local bodies, Biodiversity Management 

Committees in writing for effective implementation of the Act and to facilitate 

their meaningful participation in all measures relating to conservation, 

sustainable use and equitable benefit sharing; 

19. Report to the Government about the functioning of the Board and 

implementation of the Act and the rules made thereunder; 

20. Devise methods to ensure protection of rights including intellectual property 

rights over biological resources and associated knowledge including 

systems of maintaining confidentiality of such information as appropriate, 

including the protection of the information recorded in People’s Biodiversity 

Registers; 

21. Sanction grants-in-aid and grants to Biodiversity Management Committees 

for specific purposes; 
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22. Undertake physical inspection of any activity or work to check whether it is in 

accordance with the provisions of the Act; 

23. Ensure that biodiversity and biodiversity-dependent livelihoods are 

integrated into all sectors of planning and management, and at all levels of 

planning from local to State, to enable such sectors and administrative levels 

to contribute effectively to conservation and sustainable use; 

24. Award individually or as a group, or both for innovation and contribution in 

the biodiversity sector of the State; 

25. Formulate guidelines to the settlement of disputes between the Biodiversity 

Management Committees and to evaluate the performance of the Biodiversity 

Management Committees and annually reward the best performing 

Biodiversity Management Committee at each level in the State; 

26. Recommend in consultation with the local bodies for notifying the areas of 

biodiversity importance as biodiversity heritage sites under sub-section (1) of 

Section 37 of the Act and for the management and conservation of the 

heritage sites; 

27. Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the 

provisions of the Act or as may be assigned or directed by the Government 

from time to time. 

Photo credit: TNBB 

Photo 2. Urban Biodiversity, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

Photo credit: TNBB 

 

 

Photo credit: TNBB 
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 Photo 3. Tirumala limniace  

Photo credit: TNBB 

 

 



2. TNBB - Board members &

Expert committees 
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i. Board Members 

The Board was reconstituted as per G.O. (Ms) No. 08 Environment & Forests (FR-5) 
Department dated: 28.02.2020. As per the Rule 6 of the Tamil Nadu Biological 
Diversity Rules, the members of the Board shall hold the office for a term of three 
years. The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board was lastly constituted in February 2020 
and consequent to its completion of its term, the reconstitution process is 
underway.  

Table 1: The list of current Board members 
Sl. 

No. 

Name of Officer Designation 

 1. Hon’ble Minister for Forests Chairperson 

 2. Principal Secretary to Government, RD & PR Department Ex-officio Member 

 3. Principal Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change 

and Forest Department 

Ex-officio Member 

 4. Secretary to Government, Agriculture Department Ex-officio Member 

 5. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF) Ex-officio Member 

 6. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife Warden Ex-officio Member 

 7. Dr. D. Narasimhan,  

Associate Professor (Retd.), MCC, Tambaram. 

Member 

 8. Dr. N. Krishnakumar, IFS, (Retd.) Former PCCF (HOFF) Member 

 9. Dr. Sanjay Kumar Srivatsava, IFS, PCCF (Retd.) Member 

10. Dr. C. P. Raj Kumar, Nalam Hospital, Theni Member 

11. Dr. (Mrs). Jayashree Vencatesan,  

Care Earth Trust, Chennai 

Member 

12. Additional Chief Secretary to Government,  

Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries Department 

Permanent  Special 

Invitee 

13. Principal Secretary to Government,  

Industries Department 

Permanent  Special 

Invitee 

 14. The Member Secretary,  

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board 

Permanent  Special 

Invitee 
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ii. Expert Committees  

As per Rule 12 of the Tamil Nadu Biological Diversity Rules, 2017, the Board 

may constitute any number of committees for such purposes as it may deem fit. In 

this regard, the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board has thus far constituted five Expert 

Committees to guide and advise the Board on different technical matters relating to 

the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and its underlying rules and 

guidelines. 

 
Access and Benefit 
Sharing (ABS) 

 
Review ABS applications & provide recommendations on matters 
related to benefit sharing 
 

Agro-biodiversity Mainstreaming conservation of agro-biodiversity, conserving 
agricultural practices and associated traditional knowledge as 
well as suggesting areas of agro-biodiversity that can be 
protected as Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS) 

BMC Constitution 
and PBR 
Documentation  

Establishment of BMCs, documentation of PBRs and capacity 
building 

Legal Advisory  Advice to the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board on various provisions 
of the Act relevant to specific situations 

Biodiversity 
Heritage Site 
(BHS) 

Recommending sites to be proposed as Biodiversity Heritage Sites 
(BHS). Examine the proposals for BHS and shortlisting suitable 
sites for notification 
Advisory functions 

TNBB Expert 
Committees

AGRO-
BIODIVERSITY

ACCESS 
AND 

BENEFIT 
SHARING

BIODIVERSI
TY 

HERITAGE 
SITES

BMC  & 
PBR

LEGAL 
ADVISORY
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Photo 4. Loris tardigradus 

Photo Credit: TNBB 
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i. International Day for Biological Diversity - 2022  

On 22nd May 2022, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) and the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) held national level 

celebrations commemorating the International Day for Biodiversity (IDB) 2022 at 

Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai under the theme “Building a shared future for all life”. 

 

Photo 5. Thiru. Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of MoEF&CC, Govt. of India,  answering 
from the audience during the event and a BMC member from Thanjavur district asking 
question during the interactive session 

From the state of Tamil Nadu, a total of 300 Biodiversity Management 

Committee (BMC) members attended the event and interacted with Thiru. 

Bhupender Yadav. Members were selected from across the state to ensure equal 

representation from all the 38 districts. 

 

Photo 6. The gathering for IDB 2022 celebration at Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai 
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The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board (TNBB) collaborated with R.K. Algae 

Project Centre and Keystone Foundation for a stall at the Biodiversity Exhibition 

during the national level celebration. The Board had sample PBRs on display as well 

as books, pamphlets, brochures, and posters about the biodiversity of Tamil Nadu, 

the activities of the Board and information related to the Biological Diversity Act, 

2002. Thiru. M. Rajendrakumar, R.K. Algae Project Centre displayed seaweed 

species and a mini working model of how they are cultivated.  

Kappaphycus alvarezii was the focus of display although native seaweed 

species such as Gracilaria edulis, Hypnea musciformis and Sarconema filiforme as 

well as products made out of seaweeds were also displayed. Keystone Foundation 

presented their work with the local community in the Nilgiris district. They also 

displayed an array of products including pure wild honey produced by the local 

community. 

 

 

Photo 7. TNBB stall at IDB celebration 2022 
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Photo 8. Thiru. Ashok Upreti, IFS, PCCF & Secretary (i/c), TNBB and Thiru. Rabikumar, IFS, 

Former Secretary, NBA visited the TNBB stall at IDB celebration 2022 
 

 

 

Photo 9. TNBB stall - Working model of seaweed cultivation demonstrated at IDB 

celebration 2022 
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ii. “Meet the BMCs” 

During the year 2022-23, TNBB spearheaded a new programme “Meet the 

BMCs”. The programme was headed by Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF & 

Secretary, Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board and the primary objective was to 

ground-truth the awareness and involvement levels of the BMCs under the 

BDA 2002 implementation plans and programmes. The teams from TNBB 

conducted the field based interactions with BMCs from different districts of 

the state with an aim to assess the BMCs on the aforesaid counts. During the 

“Meet the BMCs” programmes normally, short training sessions were also 

conducted during the field assessment. The team has reviewed 52 BMCs in 7 

districts of the state. An evaluation criterion has been developed for this 

task. The following graph depicts the outcome of the assessment. 

 
 

Fig 2. Field assessment outcomes on the analysis based on 13 variables of the BMCs 

with regard to their levels of awareness and involvement under the BDA 2002 conducted 

in target local bodies conducted by the TNBB during the year 2022. 

Findings of the field assessment 

o BMCs have been constituted, however remain ineffective in actions 

o Near zero awareness of BDA, 2002, BMC among the officials, BMC 

members and communities 

o BMC Members are not aware of their memberships 
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o Meetings are not conducted in any of the BMCs in most instances 

o No timely reconstitution of the BMCs 

o No direct communication channel between TNBB and BMCs (since 

local bodies are managed by respective departments – RD & PR, 

Municipal Administration etc.) 

o No seed funding available for BMCs for its functioning 

o Lack of technical support 

o Role of Forests Department is very minimal in BMC functioning 

despite their significance in in biodiversity sectors 

This programme would be continued during the year 2023-24 with a 

greater intensity and outreach.  

iii. Assess the Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS) of Tamil 

Nadu  
 

Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site was the first Biodiversity Heritage Site in Tamil 

Nadu. The Arittapatti BHS is rich in Biological, Archaeological and Historical 

significance. Proposal for Kasampatti (Dindigul), Sendirakkilai Sacred Grove 

(Cuddalore), Idayapatti (Madurai), Kariyanapalli Forest block (Krishnagiri) BHS have 

been submitted to the State Government for approval and notification. The TNBB plans 

to submit additional 5-10 proposals for new Biodiversity Heritage Sites to Government 

in the year 2024 

 

 

Photo 10. Field assessment of Arittapatti BHS and Interaction with local members in 

presence of Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, PCCF & Secretary, TNBB, Forest Department 

officials and local BMC members on 29.06.2022 
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 Nevertheless, after notification a BHS has to be managed in accordance with 

Biological Diversity Act 2002 for improving and sustaining those BHS with proactive 

participation of local communities in accordance with a set of robust rules. Further 

actions taken in formulation of management plan for the notified Arittapatti 

BHS. A core committee to draft the management plan has been established 

and a preliminary stakeholder consultation meeting was held at District 

Collectors Office, Madurai on 16.03.2023.  

 In accordance to Sub-section (2) of the Section 37 of BDA 2002, Draft Rules 

for the management and conservation of the heritage sites in Tamil Nadu’ 

have been drafted and submitted to the Government and NBA for approval 

during July 2022 

 

 

 

Photo 11. Stakeholder consultation meeting – Management plan for Arittapatti BHS held 

at Madurai district with the presence of Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF & Secretary, 

TNBB, and Thiru. Aneesh Sekhar, IAS, Madurai District Collector and Thiru. Guru Swamy 

Dabbala, IFS, DFO- Madurai – on 16.03.2023. Several government department officials 

such as from Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department, Revenue, Agriculture, 

Animal Husbandry, PWD - Water Resources, Archaeology Department, and Tourism 

participated in the preparatory meeting.  

 

 

. 
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Photo 12. Rules for Management and conservation of BHS in Tamil Nadu 
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 Sendirakillai BHS proposal was received from Cuddalore Forest Division, and 

was assessed on 06.12.2022 by a team from TNBB for its suitability for 

notification as a BHS. Subsequently, the proposal was submitted to the 

Government on 09.03.2023 along with the boundary details (in latitude and 

longitude points), and all necessary formats containing details on ecology 

and socio economic aspects.  

         

Photo 13. Field inspection of proposed Sendirakillai BHS with the presence of Dr. 

Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF & Secretary, TNBB, Forest Department and TNBB 

officials on 06.12.2022 

 

 Field assessments undertaken in 20 proposed BH Sites across 11 districts to 

check for their suitability for declaration notification as a BHS.  

 The Board is also pursuing about 25 proposals from various districts and is 

making effort to get the necessary details to complete the proposals for 

submission to Government for their approval and subsequent notification. 

A network of Biodiversity Heritage Sites in the state as much as any State f 

India will become a massive tool for conserving the biodiversity with the 

unique character and it will pave the ways for the local communities to 

participate in the process of conservation and creating opportunities for 

sustainable use with fair and equitable sharing. In the long run this initiative 

can be an important precursor to the sustainable development of various 

local regions.    
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Photo 14. Field assessment at Singanallur lake, Coimbatore by the team led by the PCCF & 

Secretary, TNBB, TNBB officials, and the Forest officials on 26.08.2022 and 27.02.2023 

 

Photo 15. Field assessment at Bommiyarpalayam (Wild sesame plants), Villupuram by the 

team led by the PCCF & Secretary, TNBB, Forest Department and TNBB officials  on 

03.08.2022 

 

The BHS site in Bommiyarpalayam village near Auroville beach, Villupuram district wherein 

there is natural growth of a specific wild sesame (Kaattu ell) plant (Sesamum prostratum) 

variety. It was found that earlier the plant was in large numbers but has gotten reduced 

mainly due to pollution. That the Board plans to conduct a genetic study maybe done with 

the assistance of AIWC or/and SFRI. The aim is to conserve and prevent from any further 

deterioration. It was determined that the area may have a large potential to be declared as 

BHS. 
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Photo 16. Field assessment of Sacred Groves (Potential BHS) in Sivaganga district Forest 

Department and on 14.02.2023. The district forest official explains the key biodiversity 

elements of the site 

 

   

Photo 17. Field assessment at Vagaikulam BHS by the team from TNBB led by the PCCF and 

Secretary along with the officials from the Forest Department on 12.01.2023 
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Photo 18. Field assessment at TNAU, Coimbatore by the team from TNBB led by the PCCF 

and Secretary along with the officials from the Forest Department. The University faculty 

and officials explain about the biodiversity richness of the campus under a proposal for 

notifying the entire TNAU campus as a BHS on 25.08.2023 

 

  

Photo 19. Field assessment at Kasampatty (Potential BHS), Dindigul by the team from TNBB 

led by the PCCF and Secretary along with the officials from the Forest Department and the 

local community members on 28.06.2022 
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Photo 20. Field assessment through trekking at Idayapatti (Potential BHS), Madurai by the 

team from TNBB led by the PCCF and Secretary along with the officials from the Forest 

Department and local panchayat members on 29.06.2022 

 

Photo 21. The Kadamba Forest patch at Idayapatti 

iv. Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) 

 Online training provided to BMC Secretaries of 29 Districts (District, Block & 

Village) during March 2022.   

 

Photo 22. Online training provided to BMCs during March 2022 
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 On-site training provided to 142 BMC members of Block Panchayat and 

Village Panchayat level 

 Innovative awareness creation methods adopted such as puppet shows, 

explaining the participants with practical examples of utilization of resources 

& ABS process etc. 

 

Photo 23. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members with the PCCF and  

Secretary- TNBB Dr Shekhar Kumar Niraj, , DFO- Theni, Thiru. J. R. Samartha, DFO, Madurai 

Thiru S. Anand , TNBB officials and other forest department officials at Theni through 

puppet show on 13.02.2023 

 

Photo 24. Hands-on training programme by the team from TNBB led by the PCCF 

(Biodiversity) & Secretary, TNBB, Thiru. Kalaiarasan, in charge BMCs from TNBB explaining 

the aspects of ABS with actual bio-resources and its derived products at Sattur, 

Virudhunagar on 11.01.2023 
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Fig 25. Insects in the flowers of Neolamarckia cadamba 

Photo credit: TNBB 
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v. Campaigns  

A team headed by Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF & Secretary, TNBB has 

been conducting training programme and meeting with the Biodiversity 

Management Committee during 2022-23.  

Photo 26.  BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members with the PCCF &  

Secretary- TNBB, TNBB officials and Forest Department officials and members of the local 

non-governmental organisations at Vanur, Villupuram on 03.08.2022 

 

Photo 27. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members with the PCCF &  

Secretary- TNBB, TNBB officials and Forest Department officials and members of the local 

non-governmental organisations at Sivaganga on 14.02.2023 
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Photo 28. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members in presence of 

TNBB officials at Karamadai, Coimbatore on 26.08.2022 

 

 

 

Photo 29. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members by the team from 

TNBB in presence of the forest department officials at Koonimedu - Marakkanam, 

Villupuram on 05.12.2022 
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Photo 30. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members by the team from 

TNBB in presence of the forest department officials, BDOs and with the Village Panchayat 

Secretaries at Parangipettai, Cuddalore on 06.12.2022 

 

 

Photo 31. BMC interaction meeting and training with local BMC members by the team from 

TNBB at Theni on 13.02.2023 
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Photo 32. BMC interaction meeting and training of the  local BMC members by the team of 

TNBB officials  led by the PCCF & Secretary at Unisenatham, Krishnagiri on 11.06.2022 

 

 Funds were requested from NBA for handholding the BMCs for their 

functioning. A proposal amount of Rs. 10,00,000 has been submitted on 

25.01.2023  

 Letters written to Municipal Administration Department, Commissionerate of 

Town Panchayat and RD & PR Department  for reconstitution of BMCs 

consequent to the conduct of local body elections. 

 Letter written to RD&PR Department on for inclusion of BMC aspect in the 

Gram Sabha meeting on 09.03.2023.  

 

vi. People Biodiversity Register (PBR) 

 

 PBRs are being digitized to e-PBR by uploading in BIOMIS portal 

(https://biomis.nic.in/ ). So far, PBRs of 165 BMCs have been uploaded in the 

portal. 

 2 Data Entry Operators (Technical) with Biology background have been 

engaged for this purpose of uploading the PBR data into BIOMIS portal. 

 Efforts are underway to create a proper connect of the PBRs with the 

BMCs/communities and the industries so as to create market linkage and 

reap benefits out of sustainable utilization of biological resources.  

https://biomis.nic.in/
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Photo 33. BIOMIS Portal  

Photo 34. Model People Biodiversity Register (PBR) of Kariyapatti Block, Virudhunagar dst.  
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Photo 36. Muscicapa dauurica 

Photo credit: Kanagaraj 
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vii. Actions pertinent to Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) 
 

 325 notices issued to bio-resource utilizing companies to comply with BDA 

2002 

 21 Form I applications received from April 2022 to March 2023  

 2 expert committee meetings for processing the ABS applications were held 

during which 53 applications received by TNBB (under Section 7 of BDA 2002) 

and 6 applications received from NBA (under Section 3 of BDA 2002) were 

processed. 

 6 agreements signed during the period April 2022 to March 2023 

 A format for collecting requisite information from the users supplementing 

the Form I has been created to gather all necessary details for processing 

the applications.  

Table 2: ABS amounts received and disbursed by TNBB to the BMCs during the year 

2022-23 

Source of ABS amount 

(Resource-user/Company) 

ABS amount 

received 

T. Staines and Company Limited 22,306 

TTK 10,563 

TTK 13,267 

Kesari kuteeram Private Limited 21,608 

Dr. Sunil Smore 15,000 

Kannan  1,010 

Avni Blotra  15,000 

Kniss Laboratories Private Lmited. 12,556 

Sai Mirra Innopharm Pvt. Ltd. 1,27,005 

TOTAL 2,38,315 
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viii. UNDP- GEF- MoEFCC project in the Sathyamangalam 

landscape 

The United Nations Development Programme – India (UNDP-India) along with 

the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) and the 

National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), is developing a GEF (Global Environment 

Facility) supported project entitled “Strengthening Institutional Capacities for 

Securing Biodiversity Conservation Commitments". The primary objective of the 

project is to mainstream biodiversity conservation and its sustainable use and 

management into village level self-governance institutional planning and 

budgeting systems in two high biodiversity landscapes of Sathyamangalam in 

Tamil Nadu and Garo Hills in Meghalaya. 

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board, being one among the partners in developing 

and implementing the project, facilitated the UNDP team in selecting the area for 

implementation and also participated in the reconnaissance field visits and 

consequent landscape visits in facilitating the designing of the project. Thiru 

Ajeeth A N, Technical Executive visited the landscape along with a team of 

experts from UNDP, GEF and independent consultants from 22-23 April, 27 April 

– 1 May 2022. The team met the local communities & Biodiversity Management 

Committees (BMCs) in the landscape and various other stakeholders of 

biodiversity conservation such as the district & local administration, training and 

research institutes, NGOs, etc.  

The team took cognizance of the ground reality pertaining to issues and scope in 

biodiversity conservation. Based on these inputs and findings from the field, the 

project is currently being developed with incorporation of inputs from various 

other sources and is set to be implemented from mid-2023. 
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Photo 36. Technical Executive, Thiru. Ajeeth A N, visited the landscape along with a team of 

experts from UNDP, GEF 

 

  

Photo 37. BMC members and Local community people and stakeholders involved the 

Community interaction in Sathyamangalam landscape 

 

Under a joint planning by the UNDP and the TNBB secretariat and the potential areas 

suggested by the Secretary, TNBB, Dr Ruchi Pant from UNDP along with TNBB’s Ajeeth 

undertook field visits to Erode and The Nilgiris Districts on 14th and 15th of December to 

conducted consultations with the stakeholders for selecting the villages/GPs for the project 

“Strengthening Institutional Capacities for Securing Biodiversity Commitments”. The team 

held consultation meetings with DFO – Nilgiris, DFO – Sathyamangalam, Principal - RIRD 

campus, Bhavanisagar and Keystone Foundation. A report in this regard was submitted to 

TNBB and UNDP on 19th December, 2022. 
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4. Strategies
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i. Project proposal: ‘Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board- 

Strengthening and Restructuring Project 2022-25’ 

In order to overcome the challenges by focusing on improving capacities in all 

areas and necessitate effective implementation of the mandates,  a project proposal 

titled ‘Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board: Strengthening and Restructuring Project 

2022-25’ amounting to ₹8.86 crores was submitted to the State Government on 12 

April 2022 for institutional strengthening and capacity building. It will be placed 

before the Board for approval during the upcoming Board Meeting. 

Photo 38. Project Proposal on TNBB Strengthening ad Restructuring 2022-25 

ii. Exploring domain experts for partnering 

 In order seek technical support and guidance from various domain experts, 

people with expertise in subjects pertinent to biodiversity conservation and 

sustainable use working in the state of Tamil Nadu were listed out and their 

consent was sought. Of the 51 requests sent, 17 experts covering various domains 

expressed their interest in technically supporting the Board. 
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iii. Hand-holding approach 

Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board actively collaborated with several concerned 

departments, NGOs, academic institutions and other stakeholders to implement the 

Biological Diversity Act, 2002 in the Tamil Nadu. Optimisation of resources through 

a strong handholding was the tagline in this approach. It is expected that this 

approach will go a long way in enhancing biodiversity conservation, its sustainable 

utilization, and fair and equitable sharing of its benefits for an overall benefit to the 

society.  

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board has been making consistent efforts in partnering 

with various institutions to seek their support & assistance in accomplishing the 

objectives. The following are some of the institutions who have extended their 

hands in collaborating with the TNBB 

M.S. Swaminathan Research 

Foundation, Chennai 

 ATREE, Tirunelveli 

 CPR Environmental Education 

Centre, Chennai 

 World Wildlife Fund 

 Care Earth Trust, Chennai 

 Keystone Foundation, Kotagiri 

 Centre for Urban Biodiversity 

Conservation and Education, 

Coimbatore 

 Madurai Cultural Nature 

Forum, Madurai 

 Forest College and Research Institute, 

Mettupalayam 

 Sri Paramakalyani Centre for Excellence in Environmental Sciences, 

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Alwarkurichichi 

 

Photo 39. Partnering Institutions of TNBB 
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iv. Arittapatti BHS management plan drafting committee 

Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board formed a special committee, namely, 

Arittapatti BHS management plan drafting committee to make plans for the 

long term governance and management of the Tamil Nadu’s first Biodiversity 

Heritage Site -‘Arittapatti BHS’, and comprising of Dr. Badrinarayanan, Expert 

consultant, Dr. Priya Rajendran, Professor, LDC Madurai, Dr. Mathivanan 

from ATREE, Dr. Durga, Professor at LDC Madurai, Dr. Karthikeyan, Field 

expert. This committee will also aim at preparing a model implementation 

and governance plan which will after validation on the ground will create a 

yardstick for the management plans for other BHSs in Tamil Nadu as and 

when they are formed. An online meeting was conducted engaging the 

committee during January 2023, which was followed up by a physical 

stakeholders’ consultation meeting for drafting the management plan on 

16.03.2023 at the district collector’s office at Madurai in which Dr. Shekhar 

Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF & Secretary, TNBB, Thiru. Aneesh Sekhar, IAS, 

Madurai District Collector, and Thiru. Guru Swamy Dabbala, IFS, DFO- 

Madurai participated along with the gram panchayat members, members of 

the academic institutions from Madurai and members of few reputed non-

governmental organisations.  Several government department officials such 

as from Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department, Revenue, 

Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, PWD - Water Resources, Archaeology 

Department, and Tourism participated in the preparatory meeting.  

 

Draft Rules for the management and conservation of the heritage sites in 

Tamil Nadu’ have been drafted and submitted to the Government and NBA for 

approval during July 2022. The NBA has been studying the proposed rules 

from various critical angles.   

 



  

 
 

48 

 

Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board- Annual Report 2022-23 
 
 

 Photo 40. Singanallur Lake (proposed BHS), Coimbatore district 

Photo credit: TNBB 



5. Outreach Activities
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The Board organized an online photography contest in March 2022 on the 

theme "EXPLORE-CAPTURE-SHARE: Tamil Nadu's Rich Biodiversity Heritage" in 

order to showcase the rich biodiversity of the state of Tamil Nadu and to create 

awareness among the general public regarding the same. 191 entries were 

submitted by the participants across 5 themes and the winners were provided with 

exciting prizes. 

Photo 41. Results of the Photography Contests 

ii. Website of TNBB

Dashboard in TNBB website - To provide an overview of activities mandated 

under the Biological Diversity Act 2002, the Board has created a Dashboard 

featuring components of ABS, status of BMCs and PBRs and notification of BHSs. 

The Dashboard is available on TNBB’s website at the following link: 

https://tnbb.tn.gov.in/d6.php. The various publications such as brochures, 

newsletters and annual reports were uploaded in the website of TNBB for wider 

publicity. 

i. Online Photography Contest

https://tnbb.tn.gov.in/d6.php
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   Photo 42. TNBB website – online portal (https://tnbb.tn.gov.in/d6.php) 

iii. TNBB on Social Media Platforms

The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board established its presence on various social 

media platforms on 3 March 2022 in order to increase connectivity between the 

Board and the general public as well as to create publicity & awareness about 

biodiversity conservation. The handles are active in spreading various 

communications 

Photo 43. A snapshot of social media posts created and published by TNBB 

https://tnbb.tn.gov.in/d6.php


6. Publications
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i. Articles published in ‘Down to Earth’ Magazine

a) Niraj, S. K., S. Varsha, and A. N. Ajeeth. 2022. World Earth Day 2022:

Community-conserved biodiversity is key to sustenance and strong

bioeconomy. Down to Earth, published 22 April 2022

b) Niraj, S. K., 2022.  The hunt in Mudumalai missteps during 2021 tiger

capture hold lessons. Down to Earth, June 10-30, 54-56 Life and

Nature-Tiger.indd.

c) Niraj, S.K.  2022.  How 2021 offered us a wall of opportunity to

improve Tamil Nadu’s environmental scene- Down to Earth

ii. Research Articles published in National/ International Journals

a) Huang, B., X. Tian, A. Maheshwari, S. K. Niraj, N. J. Roberts, and G.

Jiang.  2022.  The destiny of living animals imported into Chinese zoos.

Diversity 2022 (14) 335:1-11. (http://doi.org/10.3390/d14050335)

b) Niraj, S. K.  2022.  Rewilding the ‘Wild Rivaldo’: new lessons learnt in

human-elephant conflict management. Pages 80-87 in editors Panda

P. P., K. M. Selvan, P. Nigam, and B. Habib. 2022.  Trumpet: 30 years of

Project Elephant, special edition vol III (1-2). Project elephant,

elephant cell, and Wildlife Institute of India

iii. Viewshed

a) Viewshed on Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board

iv. Posters

a) Biodiversity Heritage Sites

b) Seaweed cultivation in Tamil Nadu

c) Biodiversity Significance of Tamil Nadu

v. Annual Report 2021-22

2021%20offered%20us%20a%20wall%20of%20opportunity%20to%20improve%20Tamil%20Nadu's%20environmental%20scene-%20Down%20to%20Earth%20
2021%20offered%20us%20a%20wall%20of%20opportunity%20to%20improve%20Tamil%20Nadu's%20environmental%20scene-%20Down%20to%20Earth%20
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i. Articles 

a) Niraj, S. K., S. Varsha, and A. N. Ajeeth. 2022. World Earth Day 2022: 

Community-conserved biodiversity is key to sustenance and strong 

bioeconomy. Down to Earth, published 22 April 2022. 

(https://www.downtoearth.org.in/test/blog/world-earth-day-2022-

community-conserved-biodiversity-is-key-to-sustenance-and-strong-

bioeconomy-82519) 
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b) Niraj, S. K., 2022.  The hunt in Mudumalai missteps during 2021 tiger capture hold 

lessons. Down to Earth, June 10-30, 54-56 Life and Nature-Tiger.indd. 

(https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/the-hunt-in-

mudumalai-missteps-during-2021-tiger-capture-hold-lessons-83336). 
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c) Niraj, S.K.  2022.  How 2021 offered us a wall of opportunity to improve Tamil

Nadu’s environmental scene- Down to Earth 

(https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/wildlife-and-biodiversity/how-2021-offered-

us-a-wall-of-opportunity-to-improve-tamil-nadu-s-environmental-scene-82359). 
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ii. Research Articles 

a) Huang, B., X. Tian, A. Maheshwari, S. K. Niraj, N. J. Roberts, and G. Jiang.  

2022.  The destiny of living animals imported into Chinese zoos. Diversity 

2022 (14) 335:1-11. (http://doi.org/10.3390/d14050335) 
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b) Niraj, S. K.  2022.  Rewilding the ‘Wild Rivaldo’: new lessons learnt in human-

elephant conflict management. Pages 80-87 in editors Panda P. P., K. M. 

Selvan, P. Nigam, and B. Habib. 2022.  Trumpet: 30 years of Project Elephant, 

special edition vol III (1-2). Project elephant, elephant cell, and Wildlife 

Institute of India.  
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iii. Viewshed 

TNBB published ‘Viewshed Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board’ in December 2022. In 

the Viewshed, Major activities such as field assessments of BMCs. Training 

through online mode, ABS notices, ABS databases, Field assessment of potential 

BHS, Project proposals, Tamil Nadu State Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(TN-SBSAP), and major accomplishments were detailed.  

Photo 44. Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board published Viewshed- TNBB in December 

2021 
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iv. Posters published during 2022-23 

a) Biodiversity Heritage Site 

Biodiversity Heritage Site (BHS) are well defined areas that are unique, 

ecologically fragile ecosystems - terrestrial, coastal and inland waters and, 

marine having rich biodiversity comprising richness of wild as well as 

domesticated species, high endemism, presence of rare and threatened 

species, keystone species, species of evolutionary significance, wild 

ancestors of domestic/cultivated species or their varieties, having significant 

cultural, ethical or aesthetic values and are important for the maintenance of 

cultural diversity. 

Photo 45. Important Biodiversity Heritage Sites in Tamil Nadu  
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b) Seaweed Cultivation in Tamil Nadu 

Seaweeds are macroscopic algae growing in the marine and shallow coastal 

waters and brackish water habitats. Seaweeds (macro algae) are wonder 

plants of the sea, the new renewable source of food, energy, chemicals and 

medicines with manifold nutritional, industrial, biomedical, agriculture and 

personal care applications. Seaweeds are also termed as the ‘Medical Food 

of the 21st Century’ due to usage as laxatives, for making pharmaceutical 

capsules, in treatment of goiter, cancer, bone-replacement therapy and in 

cardiovascular surgeries. 

Photo 46. Descriptions of socio-economic impact of seaweed cultivation in Tamil 

Nadu  
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c) Biodiversity significance of Tamil Nadu 

Tamil Nadu accounts for about 4% of the total area of India with a land mass 

of 1, 30,058 sq. kms. The state is bestowed with rich biodiversity due to 

factors such as geographical position, topography, climate and vegetation. 

Tamil Nadu encompasses three of the ten biogeographic zones: Western 

Ghats, Deccan Peninsula and the Coasts. 

Photo 47. Biodiversity significance of Tamil Nadu 
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v. Annual report 2021-22 

 The annual report of Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board for the FY 2021-22 was 

prepared with the accounts audited in accordance to the Sections 33, 34 & 35 of the 

BDA 2002 and the same was submitted on 21.12.2022. 

Photo 48. TNBB Annual Report 2021-22 
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7. Brief Articles
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a) Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site in 

Madurai District 

Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site was the first Biodiversity Heritage Site in Tamil 

Nadu. The site covers survey no.379/1 (139.23.00 ha) and 379/2 (00.40.50 ha) of Arittapatti 

village and survey No. 137 (53.58.00 ha) of Meenakshipuram Bit 1 village. The Arittapatti 

BHS is rich in Biological, Archaeological and Historical significance. Arittapatti is located 

20 km from Madurai, 4km off the Madurai-Tiruchirappalli National Highway. The hillocks 

are under the jurisdiction of Arittapatti Panchayat, Archaeological Survey of India and 

Tamil Nadu Minerals Ltd. These hillocks are stepped in history that is 2300 years old 

revealed in research by the archaeological department between 1966 and 2013. The 

north-eastern part of the hillocks has a rock cut Siva temple that belongs to Pandian era 

called Kudavarai Koil. The Siva Linga of this temple is carved out of a granite boulder 

and it is flanked by sculptures of Vinayaka and Lagulisa (avatar of Siva) on either side. 

 

Photo. 49: Waterbodies of Arittapatti BHS 

The 7 hillocks around Arittapatti are home to about 250 species of birds with a very 

good ratio of raptors among them, signifying a healthy avifaunal population diversity. 

These birds augment the agricultural wealth of the surrounding environ by enriching 

the water bodies with their droppings and also by keeping the marauding agricultural 

pests and insects under check.  
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Arittapatti BHS and their ecosystem services 

i. Function as sole watersheds for about 1000 acres of the catchment areas. 

ii. Support rich bird, butterfly and wildlife populations. 

iii. Provide archaeological services in the form of old inscriptions and Jain beds. 

iv. Provide spiritual services in the form of rock-cut temples. 

v. Provide educational service for nature enthusiasts and students from across 
India. 

Significance of Biological Diversity in Arittapatti BHS 

The area beholds a rich avifaunal diversity and acts as the only southern home of Laggar 

falcon3 flagship  Raptor species- Laggar falcon, Shaheen Falcon- Schedule 1 and Bonelli’s 

Eagle, rich in butterfly and dragon fly diversity, and also presence of Schedule I wildlife 

species such as Indian Pangolin, Python, Slender Loris and Spotted Deer & Sambar Deer. 

The Arittapatti BHS also provides the significant habitat for the endemic flora and fauna. 

Trees species such as Banyan tree, Sacred fig, Reonja, Black sirissa, Neem, Palmyra palm, 

Pungan tree, Jamun tree, Pala, Umbrella thron are major flora found in Arittapatti 

Biodiversity Heritage Sites. 

Significance of Irrigation and Water management in Arittapatti BHS 

With a 2300 years old history, 200 natural springs, 52 rain shed water bodies, 16th century 

manmade tank. Arittapatti consists of a chain of seven barren granite hillocks. The unique 

rocky hill scape functions as a watershed and supports 72 lakes, 200 natural spring pools 

and 3 check dams. The hillocks form the only source of water for the entire region for 

domestic needs and irrigation for agriculture.  

Archaeological Significance in Arittapatti BHS 

The area is steeped in rich and unique archaeological importance. The site also features 

various megalithic structures, Tamil Brahmi inscriptions, Jain beds, and 2200 year old rock 

cut temples, lending it historical value.  

Photo 50. Arittapatti BHS, Madurai district 

 

Photo credit: TNBB 
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b) Sacred Groves in Tamil Nadu  
 

One of the significant outcomes of the interaction of people with nature is the 

extraordinary reverence towards landscape in general and nature in particular. 

Central among them are the sacred groves, dedicated to local deities and or 

ancestral spirits. Thousands of these groves have been documented as storehouses 

of remarkable biodiversity, repositories of unique and rare plants and home to 

myriad birds, reptiles and other animal species. Sacred groves probably represent 

the single most important ecological tradition of ancient Indian culture. 

Some of the deities may not be associated with extensive forest cover, most are 

found intimately connected with at least a small grove of plants. These are the 

sacred groves dedicated to local deities or ancestral spirits. Most are linked to 

reservoirs, ponds, springs or streams and many are located in catchments near the 

origins of springs or streams.  

Photo 51: Sendirakillai Sacred groves, Cuddalore district 

Sacred groves are the last remnants of the native vegetation of that region. Many 

villages are still preserving them as regions of numerous native species of plants, 

animals, insects and micro-organisms. This indicates the efforts made by local 

communities to protect and preserve their natural forest tracts against the 

onslaught of the clearing of forests for cultivation and settlement. There are 14,000 

sacred groves found all over India. Amirtahlingam (1998) has documented 448 

Photo credit: TNBB 
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sacred groves in Tamil Nadu. Recent study, however, suggests that the number of 

groves in Tamil Nadu aloe is over 1250. 

Sacred groves in India can be classified into two groups- traditional protected 

groves and temple groves. The village deity is said to reside in a traditional 

protected grove, and is represented by an elementary symbol. A temple grove is 

created around a temple and conserved. Sometimes the groves are found around 

burial or cremation grounds, as the relatives of the deceased usually plant a tree in 

memory of the departed soul. Besides, many protected groves were also created 

due to environmental awareness of various communities.  

Protected groves are more important from an ecological point of view. They help in 

conserving biodiversity. They are often the last refuge of endemic species in the 

geographical region. Well-conserved groves lead to the recharge of aquifers, 

namely, ponds, springs, and streams. Similarly, a grove ameliorates soil fertility, 

helps in soil conservation, and prevents erosion. Large protected groves regulate 

and support the climate of the vicinal region. Rich faunal wealth is always 

associated with rich plant diversity, since protected groves and dense forests 

provide a suitable habitat for wildlife as well. Although there is no clarity on the 

number of sacred groves in Tamil Nadu as different literature mention different 

numbers, the state may have more than 15000 sacred groves-some of them well 

identified and many of them not properly identified. Nevertheless, most of them 

harbour tremendous amount of the biodiversity- flora and fauna including diverse 

micro-organisms.  

Table 3. Important Sacred groves in Tamil Nadu  

Sl. No Name of the sacred Groves District 

1 Aiyanar Grove Villupuram  

2 Aiyanar Grove Kallakurichi  

3 Karuppuswami Grove Sivaganga  

4 Banagudi Shola The Nilgiris  

5 Kurinji Velappar Koil Theni  
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Sl. No Name of the sacred Groves District 

6 Panchapandava Temple Sacred Grove the Nilgiris  

7 Masinagudi and Basavappa Temple Sacred 

Grove  

the Nilgiris  

8 Kandanur Vaigarai Karuppar Kovil & 

Kanmoi 

Sivaganga  

9 Solaiandavar Koil & Kurumi Kanmoi Sivagangai  

10 Sendirakkillai Sacred Grove Cuddalore  

11 Kasmpatty Sacred Grove Dindigul  

12 Hanumavilasam temple tamarind grove Ramanathapuram  

13 Keezhputhupet Sacred Groves Villupuram  

 

In Tamil Nadu, sacred groves are guarded by a number of folk deities and spirits 

(vanadevathai) such as Aiyanar and Sastha (guarding the village prople by 

patrolling it every night, mounted on his horses), Muneeswaran or Muniyandi or 

Muniyappa (a spirit, generally evil or mischievous, who has to be propitiated with 

blood sacrifices and alcoholic orgies), Karuppuswami (protects the poor, and 

ensures justice and self-discipline among his belivers), Veeran (Kaaval dheivam or 

protective deity), Andavar (a powerful wish-fulfilling deity), Semmalaiyappa, 

Sadaiyappah. Peritaswami, Puliyadiyan, Thandavarayan, Periyandavar and 

Vediyappan are some of the other male deities found in the sacred groves. 

Goddesses such as Kali (fierce protector of people), Ellaikali (protector of the 

village boundaries), Ellaipidari (guardian against evil spirits and epidemics).  

References 

1. Amairthalingam, M. "Sacred groves of Tamil Nadu and their Management." 

Forest Department, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai (2012). 
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c) Threatened plants and animals of Tamil Nadu  

 

(i) Table 4. Threatened plant species of Tamil Nadu 
 

Sl. No Scientific name Family IUCN status 

1.  Acranthera grandiflora Ruiaceae  Endangered 

2.  Actinodaphne lanata Fabaceae Endangered 

3.  Belosynapsis kewensis Commenlinaceae Endangered/Possibl

y Extinct 

4.  Ceropegia fimbriifera Asclepiadaceae  Vulnerable 

5.  Ceropegia maculata  

 

Asclepiadaceae  Endangered/Possibl

y Extinct 

6.  Ceropegia spiralis Asclepiadaceae  Vulnerable 

7.  Ceropegia thwaitesii Asclepiadaceae  Vulnerable 

8.  Crotalaria fysonii Fabaceae Endangered 

9.  Eriochrysis courtallense Poaceae Presumed Extinct 

10.  Eugenia singampattiana 
Myrtaceae 

Endangered/ 

Possibly Extinct 

11.  Euonymus angulatus 

Celastraceae Endangered 

12.  Humboldtia boudilloni Fabaceae Endangered 

13.  Hydnocarpus 

macrocarpa 

Flacourtiaceae Endangered 

14.  Impatiens neo-barnesii 

 

Balsaminaceae Endangered 

15.  Impatiens nilagirica Balsaminaceae Endangered 

16.  Kingiodendron pinnatum Fabaceae Rare 

17.  Melicope indica Rubiaceae Vulnerable 
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Sl. No class Scientific name 
(Common name) 

 

IUCN Status 

18.  Memecylon flavescens Melastomataceae Endangered 

 

19.  Meteoromyrtus 

wynaadensis 

Myrteaceae Endangered 

20.  Miliusa nilagirica  Annonaceae  Vulnerable 

21.  Neuracanthus neesianus Acanthaceae Endangered 

22.  Nothopegia aureo-fulva Anacardiaceae  Endangered 

23.  Plectranthus 

bishopianus 

Lamiaceae Possibly Extinct 

24.  Popowia beddomeana Annonaceae  rare 

25.  Santapaua madurensis Acanthaceae Endangered 

26.  Syzygium courtallense Myrtaceae 

 
Endangered 

27.  Syzygium gambleanum Myrteaceae Endangered 

28.  Utleria salicifolia Periplocaceae Endangered 

29.  Vanda wightii Orchidaceae Possibly Extinct 

30.  Wendlandia angustifolia Rubiaceae 
 

Possibly Extinct 

 

References 

1. Nayar, M. P., and Addala Rama Krishna Sastry. "Red data book of Indian 

plants." (No Title) (1987). 

2. Biodiversity India portal- Checklist of Threatened plants of India 
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Ceropegia spiralis  Vanda wightii  

Kingiodendron pinnatum  Humboldtia boudilloni  

Impatiens nilagirica  
Hydnocarpus macrocarpa  

Photo 52:  Threatened plant species of Tamil Nadu  
Photo source: www.google.com (downloaded on 28.12.2023) 

http://www.google.com/
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(ii) Table 5. Threatened animals of Tamil Nadu  

Sl. No class Scientific name 
(Common name) 

IUCN Status Family 

1.  Reptiles  Rhinophis travancoricus 

(Tamil Nadu earth snake) 

Endangered Uropeltidae 

2.  Reptiles  Platyplectrurus 
madurensis 
(Travancore Hills thorntail 
snake) 

Endangered Uropeltidae 

3.  Reptiles Python molurus 
(Indian Rock Phython) 

Near 
Threatened  

Pythonidae 

4.  Reptiles Ahaetulla perroteti 
(Perrotet's vine) 

Endangered Colubridae 

5.  Mammals Macaca silenus 
(Lion-tailed macaque) 

Endangered Cercopithecidae 

6.  Mammals Cremnomys Elvira 
(Elvira rat) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Muridae 

7.  Mammals  Latidens salimalii 
(Salim Ali's fruit bat) 

Endangered Pteropodidae 

8.  Mammals  Hipposideros Pomona 
(Pomona roundleaf bat) 

Endangered Hipposideridae 

9.  Mammals  Nilgiritragus hylocrius 
(Nilgiri Tahr) 

Endangered Bovidae 

10.  Mammals  Ratufa macroura 
(Grizzled giant squirrel) 

Near 
Threatened  

Sciuridae 

11.  Mammals Rusa unicolor 
(Sambar Deer) 

Vulnerable  Cervidae 

12.  Mammals  Panthera tigris 
(Tiger) 

Endangered  Felidae 

13.  Mammals  Panthera pardus 
(Leopard) 

Vulnerable Felidae 

14.  Mammals  Hyaena hyaena 
(Striped hyaena) 

Vulnerable Hyaenidae 

15.  Mammals  Elephas maximus 
(Asian Elephant) 

Endangered  Elephantidae 

16.  Pisces  Pristis pristis 
(Largetooth sawfish) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Pristidae 

17.  Pisces Carcharhinus hemiodon 
(Pondicherry shark) 

Critically 
Endangered 
 

Carcharhinidae 
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Sl. No class Scientific name 
(Common name) 

IUCN Status Family 

18.  Amphibians  Nyctibatrachus major 
(Malabar Night frog) 

Endangered Nyctibatrachidae 

19.  Amphibians Raorchestes signatus 
(Star eyed bush frog) 
 

Endangered Rhacophoridae 

20.  Amphibians Raorchestes tinniens 
(Nilgiri bush frog) 

Endangered Rhacophoridae 

21.  Amphibians Ghatixalus variabilis 
(Green tree frog) 

Endangered Rhacophoridae 

22.  Birds  Aythya farina 
(Common pochard) 

Vulnerable  Anatidae 

23.  Birds  Sterna aurantia 
(River tern) 

Vulnerable Laridae 

24.  Birds Anhinga melanogaster 
(Oriental darter) 

Near 
Threatened  

Anhingidae 

25.  Birds Pelecanus philippensis 
(spot-billed pelican) 

Near 
Threatened  

Pelecanidae 

26.  Birds Threskiornis 
melanocephalus 
(black-headed ibis) 

Near 
Threatened  

Threskiornithidae 

27.  Birds Gyps bengalensis 
(White-rumped vulture) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Accipitridae 

28.  Birds Gyps indicus 
(Indian Long billed 
Vulture) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Accipitridae 

29.  Birds Calidris pygmaea 
(Spoon-billed Sandpiper) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Scolopacidae 

30.  Birds Sarcogyps calvus 
(Red headed Vulture) 

Critically 
Endangered 

Accipitridae 

References 

1. Mogalekar, H. S., et al. "Marine and estuarine fish fauna of Tamil Nadu, India." 

Proceedings of the International Academy of Ecology and Environmental 

Sciences 8.4 (2018): 231-271.  

2. Siva, T. "Sighting of threatened amphibians from the Avalanche Forest in 

Western Ghats, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu." (2020). 

3. Article on “Bird Survey in Tamil Nadu Finds Several Vulnerable and Nearly-

Extinct Species; A Good Sign, Says TN Wildlife Department” published Tamil 

Nadu Forest Department (Wildlife)  
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Macaca silenus Nilgiritragus hylocrius 
 

Python molurus Gyps indicus 
 

Ghatixalus variabilis Anhinga melanogaster 
 

Photo 53:  Threatened animal species of Tamil Nadu  
Photo source: www.google.com (downloaded on 28.12.2023) 

http://www.google.com/
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8. Delegations to the TNBB

during 2022-23 
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i. Meeting with Japan International Corporation Agency 

(JICA) team 

Delegates from Japan visited the TBGP campus as part of the JICA project on 

31st August 2022 and 3rd September 2022. Dr Shekhar Kumar Niraj IFS, PCCF & 

Secretary, TNBB presented the current scenario of implementation of BDA 2002, in 

the state of Tamil Nadu and how the JICA project could be consider collaborating 

with TNBB in implementing the mandates of the Board.  

 

Photo 55.  Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS, PCCF& Secretary made a presentation on BDA, 

2002 to JICA team 

ii. Interaction and presentation to NBA interns 

The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), the Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) and the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) have been offering the Biodiversity Samrakshan Internship 

Program (BSIP) since 2020.  

The interns of 2021-22 batch (3rd cycle) visited the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity 

Board on 19 July 2022 as part of their training program. Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, 

IFS, PCCF and Secretary, TNBB gave a short presentation which was followed by an 

interactive session. Thiru. Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, IFS (Retd), Ex- PCCF and Board 

Member, TNBB and Thiru. Vigender Singh Malik IFS, PCCF and CPD, TBGP, also 

interacted with the interns. 
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Photo 56. BSIP Interns of NBA, 2021-22 batch (3rd cycle) visited the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity 

Board on 19 July 2022 for Training Programme 
 

Photo 57. Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, PCCF & Secretary, TNBB along with BSIP Interns of NBA, 

2021-22 batch (3rd cycle) at Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board, Chennai 
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Chairpersons 

Thiru. K. Ramachandrrran 

Chairman, TNBB & Hon’ble Minister for Forests 

Dr. M. Mathiventhan 

Chairman, TNBB & Hon’ble Minister for Forests 

 
Secretaries 

Name From To 

Thiru. Debasis Jana, IFS 

Additional Principal Chief Conservator 
of Forests and Secretary, TNBB 

18.08.2021 18.03.2022 

Dr. Shekhar Kumar Niraj, IFS 

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
and Secretary, TNBB 

18.03.2022 Present  
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10. Audit Report and

Financials 
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Table 6. Annual income- expenditures statement of TNBB during 2022-33 

Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board  Annual Income- Expenditures 

Statement during  2022-  2023  

Head of Accounts Budget Allotment/ 

Amount credited 

Total 

Expenditure 

G.O. (D) No.187 dated 10.08.2022 

 

“2406 Forestry and Wildlife - 02 Environmental  
Forestry and Wild life - 800 Other Expenditure - 

State Expenditure - AC Assistance to Tamil Nadu 

Biodiversity Board - 309 Grants in Aid - 01 Grants 

for Current Expenditure 

(DPC: 2406-02-800-AC-30901)” 
 

Staff  Salary  and Non Salary 

  
8631209  

  
5867591  

Grant In Aid received from NBA  
 

NBA No3/113/11-12/SSB/995 dated 7.6.2022  

Rs500000/  

NBA No3/113/11-12/SSB/304 dated 9.9.2022  

Rs300000/  

NBA No3/113/11-12/SSB/3702dated 26.12.2022 

Rs532558/  

1332558  
   
   
   

722600   
   
   

IDB Celebration 2023 550000 467932 

Grant Received from Tamil Nadu Forest Department 

(PCCF) 

12500000 - 

Interest return to NBA  51841 

Total  23013767  7109964  

 

 



.- " 

TAMILNADU BIODIVERSITY BOARD 
2nd Floor, TBGP Campus, Tambaram - Velachery Main Road 

Medavakkam, Chennai , Tamil Nadu - 600 100 

BALANCE SHEET AS ON 31ST MAR 2023 

Particulars Amount 

I EQUITY AND LIABILITIES INR 

1 Reserves and Surplus 

ACCOUNT OPENING FUND - 2009 

GENERAL RESERVE 

Opening balance 1,10,15,017 

Add : Excess of income over Expenditure 52,31,906 

Add Unspent Amount Return -

GRANT IN AID - NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY - BMC 31,96,912 

Less: Amount Spent for BMC -

GRANT IN AID - NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY -ABS 6,26,260 

ADD: Received during the year 95% 70,58,966 

Less: Amount Spent for ABS 19,000 

Fund From TIDEL· Short Filim 

T.N CAMPA FUND 1,25,00,000 

International Day Celebrations Fund 

Received (including Reimbursements) 5,78,967 

Spent during the year 4,27,272 

3 Non ·Current Llabllltles 

Current Llabllltles 

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIBILITIES 

1 ASSETS 

Non • Current Assets • 
Fixed Assets 

2 Current Assets , 
Short Salary Deductions 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Financials include Notes forming parts of accounts 

Compiled from Information furnished For on BehalfoftheTamil Nadu 
Biodiversity Board 

For SLS ASSOCIATES 

Chartered Accountants Firm Reg. 

Amount 

INR 

1,000 

1,62,46,923 

31,96,912 

76,66,226 

15,00,000 

1,25,00,000 

1,51 ,695 

-

-

4, 12,62,756 

8,29,032 

1,54,630 

4,02, 79,094 

4, 12,62,756 

No : 05951S 

LAKSHMISUBRAMANIAN""~,6-_/ 

-~ .2 m Y~'l.o· \':l-· 1.-? 
Dr Shekhar Kumar Ni a)11FS 

PCCF & MEMBER SE ETARY 

Membership No. : 028927 

1cA1-uD1N- ;-i 3o29-0f 1.1 ~Gtv w S'f'6'3o\ 
Place:Chennal R.M~\\?-'~ 
Date: 29th Dec 2023 Administrative Officer (ilc) 
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Photo 58. Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site, Madurai 

Photo Credit: TNBB 
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